 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Suggestions for Self-Study to Prepare for the Basic Certification Exam

Amateur (Ham) Radio Service is Regulated and Licensed by Innovation, Science and Economic Development Canada (ISED) TC \l1 "
These suggestions are useful for complete self-study or advance preparation for a course 

and for review by all Amateurs (Hams)
Note: You may need to copy and paste hyperlinks on to your browser
1. 
To begin - browse the Guide for New Hams at  https://www.eham.net/newham/ There is something for every interest and you will pick-up some lingo. It covers both Canada and U.S. It also has guides for equipment selection and basic operating procedures. Go to https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tq0kSAivXZo, and watch 4 minute movie titled “Hello Radio”.. 



2.
Go to http://www.ecoa.ca/hamcourse.shtml   and find a free course. I suggest that you right click on each title and “save as”. 


3.
Go to ISED Amateur Service at http://www.ic.gc.ca/eic/site/smt-gst.nsf/eng/h_sf01709.html . Where you will find the practice exam generator and other necessary regulatory information. Do most of your practice exams online. You can select individual modules or the complete question bank.


4.
There is an online course - the Canadian www.hamstudy.com is excellent. It is $35 for 90 days. If you have a licensed ham designated as an instructor and he/she registers 5 students at once the price drops to $10 for 90 days and free for the instructor. Free sample questions. This is an excellent site and well worth the money; but not necessary. Try the free sample questions - your choice.

5.
As an alternative to using the Industry Canada exam generator; the Radio Amateurs of Canada (www.rac.ca ) has a practice exam generator titled ExHAMiner. It gives explanations whereas IC tells you right or wrong.  Download address is http://wp.rac.ca/exhaminer-v2-5/ . Read the page and follow instructions. There is an explanation as to why an answer is correct. When you do practice exams you can set it to give the explanation when you select a wrong answer. It will log your wrong answers for future study. ExHaminer is freeware. It operates similar to the online course described in 4. above.
6.
The Basic exam is 100 multiple 4-choice questions on 100 topics. The question bank has nearly 1,000 questions. The exam generator randomly selects one question per topic. Questions may be asked in different ways - positive and negative approaches. 

7.
Some like text books. The very best long term reference is the ARRL Handbook of Radio Communication. It is updated annually but the principles do not change much year to year. There are many copies in the Calgary Public Library system. For the past few years each volume has a PDF CD of the entire book. To buy - about $50. ARRL http://www.arrl.org/ is the grand-daddy ham organization worldwide. Huge resources on line - particularly for members. [All handbook regulations and licence information is U.S.]. Do not get bogged down in this book. It is for long term reference.

8.
In conclusion the fastest way to prepare for the exam is to do practice exams until you consistently get scores in the high 80’s. A pass is 70% but a mark of 80%+ (Basic +) gives you many more privileges. Go to http://qsradio.com/passyourtest.htm  for an interesting discussion based on U.S. exams – the principles apply to Canadian exams.  The analogy is that you do not need know the details of car engines, transmissions, differentials etc to pass the drivers licence test and be a good driver – but such knowledge helps you to stay out of trouble. Knowledge is power. The information in this document is a good balance between knowledge and getting your licence quickly. It may take about 20 – 40 hours depending upon your background. Joining and attending local clubs is a great help and fellowship for this great hobby and public service resource.
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